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Autumn Term 2 – 2017 - Y1P 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the second 
half of the autumn term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and 
discuss these areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 

• researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library 
skills 

 

• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant 
websites 

 

• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work, or visiting a 
museum 

 

• and, most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! 
Listen to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 

 
 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

In R.E. we will explore the children’s ideas of ‘what God is like’. The children 
will reflect on the fact that some things are mysterious and cannot be 
explained easily. We will then think about Advent and how it is a time of 
preparation for Christians as they wait to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Our 
Christmas topic is called ‘Incarnation’ and we shall explore the Christmas 
story in greater detail, and discuss why Jesus’ birth is such an important 
event for Christians.  

Science We will continue our work on materials and investigate which materials are 
magnetic or not and which are suitable for a given purpose. We shall also 
continue to look at seasonal changes and will keep a daily weather chart for 
2 weeks, using the appropriate equipment and symbols, to record rainfall 
and temperature. When learning about Sir Francis Beaufort’s wind scale we 
will explore the force and speed of the wind with kites and windmills and 
find out facts about the sun when investigating the length of the day. 

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

We will be talking about money, considering where it comes from and what it 
is used for. After this, we will move onto the topic ‘Growing and Changing’.  
During this topic, we will discuss changes that occur from young to old and 
what features make us unique.  Finally, we will move onto discussions about 
keeping ourselves and others safe and how listening to others and playing 
co-operatively can help us to have healthy relationships. 

  

  
  



Topic 
 

Our Learning 
 

 

Land Ahoy! 
 
 
 
 

Computing: Using our knowledge of routes and directions we will create a 
set of instructions to direct a partner around a set course or path and then 
use this skill to create and test a simple program for a bee-bot to move along 
a given route. We will make appropriate changes, if necessary. This half term, 
we will be using the digital cameras to take careful photographs in different 
orientations and print them. We will then open them in different programs, 
such as Power Point, before editing and manipulating them to create a photo 
story. 
The children will be taught more about safe and respectful Internet use. 
 
Art We will draw boats from first-hand observation, looking at shape and 
form. When learning about pirates, we will design our own pirate flags and 
then create them using block printing. 
 
Design and Technology We will explore a range of toy boats with moving 
parts and mechanisms in order to design and make our own boats with 
moving parts. We will explore lighthouses and create simple lighthouses with 
flashing lights. 
 
Geography We will identify the seas around the UK using maps and satellite 
imaging. We will navigate the world map for Captain Cook, providing maps 
with simple keys. We will learn about the RNLI and locate their stations 
around the UK. When playing playground games, we will develop our use of 
compass directions and geographical vocabulary. 
 
History We will explore and investigate the origins of Remembrance Day and 
how its significance has grown to incorporate conflicts up to the present day. 
We will find out how symbols such as poppies are used to represent 
commemorative events. We will learn about events and individuals beyond 
living memory through the story of the Gunpowder Plot. We will also find 
out about the lives of famous explorers and compare their lives and work 
with modern day explorers. We will use information books and the Internet 
to learn about the story of Grace Darling as well as famous pirates, the pirate 
code, their clothing and punishment. 
 
Music We will start our music lessons by using the Charanga topic “Rhythm 
in the way we walk” which will introduce us to Reggae music.  
We will listen to, sing and play different instruments whilst exploring fun 
Reggae tracks, as well as listening to and appraising other musical styles. We 
will then focus our sessions on learning the songs for the School Nativity 
play. 
 
Physical Education We will work together, in pairs and independently to 
create a pirate dance. We will focus on developing structured movement 
patterns and creating new movement ideas. We will then evaluate our work 
and each other’s and try and improve our dance skills and techniques. 
Within gymnastics, we will continue to explore the fundamental movement 
skills and basic body shapes. We will be learning how to travel using a 
variety of take-off and landings and to balance on the different apparatus, 
showing different parts of our bodies in high and low positions. We will plan 
and create a simple routine. 

 

 


